R E PO  R T 

OF  THE 

STATE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Office  Superintendent  Public  Instruction,  \ 
Tallahassee,  December  31st,  1885.  j 

To  His  Excellency , Governor  E.  A.  Perry : 

Sir.’  The  School  year  1884—1885  having  closed  on  September 
the  30th,  1885,  and  the  annual  reports  having  been  received  from 
all  the  County  Superintendents,  I deem  it  both  a duty  and  priv- 
ilege to  report  to  you  the  condition  and  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education. 

Under  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  holding  of  Teachers’  Institutes,  I employed 
suitable  Instructors,  both  male  and  female,  viz  : Mr. 

II.  N.  Felkel,  Mr.  John  A.  Graham,  Mrs.  Hellen  B.  Webster, 
and  procured  for  a partial  tour  of  the  State  in  the  educational 
interests,  the  kind  services  ot  Miss  Matilda  H.  Boss  and  Dr. 
A.  D.  Mayo,  at  the  cost  of  their  expenses  in  the  case  of  the 
two  last  named.  I have  held  public  meetings  at  important 
points  in  twenty-two  of  the  counties  of  the  State  and  addressed 
the  people  in  public  audiences  upon  the  subject  of  popular  ed- 
ucation, and  have  conducted  Teachers’  Institutes  in  sixteen  of 
these  counties,  holding  them  in  session  one  and  two  weeks,  as 
the  circumstances  would  warrant,  great  interest  being  mani- 
fested on  the  part  of  the  teachers  attending,  and  the  people  in 
the  midst  of  whom  they  were  held. 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  teachers  have  been  brought 
under  the  influence  of  these  Institutes,  and  the  instruction 
given,  which  has  been  of  the  most  practical  and  thorough 
character,  laboring  to  teach  how  to  teach  after  the  most 
approved  methods  as  adopted  and  recommended  by  the  most 
advanced  and  earnest  educators  of  the  day,  recognizing  the 
fact  that  with  the  children  of  the  poor  especially,  the  school 
room  must  be  made  intensely  practical,  using  to  the  verv 
best  advantage  the  time,  we  have  ignored  the  usual  essay  read- 
ing and  display  of  elocutionary  powers,  which  so  often  con- 
vert these  Institutes  into  mutual  admiration  associations. 
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Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  morals,  to  health  and  the 
comfort  and  relief  of  the  pupils  during  school  hours. 

VISITATIONS. 

The  counties  visited  are  as  follows,  beginning  March  17th, 
1885  : St.  Johns,  Orange,  Duval,  Lafayette,  Santa  liosa,  Madi- 
son, Polk,  Hernando,  Hillsborough,  Manatee,  Jefferson,  Gads- 
den, Leon,  Holmes,  Walton,  Marion,  in  each  of  these  Institutes 
have  been  held.  In  addition  to  these  I have  personally  visited 
and  addressed  the  teachers  and  people  in  Columbia,  Baker, 
Franklin,  Sumter  and  Escambia.  As  a result  of  this  work,  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  a good  and  lasting  effect  has  been 
wrought  in  the  interest  of  the  schools  and  the  children  attend- 
ing upon  them. 

GROWTH  OF  INTEREST. 

Regarding  the  growth  of  interest  in  the  public  schools,  I 
beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
schools,  and  the  number  of  children  enrolled  and  in  daily  av- 
erage attendance. 

INCREASE  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  number  of  public  schools  in  operation  for  the  year  end- 
ing September  30th,  1884,  was  1,504;  the  number  in  operation 
for  the  school  year  ending  September  30th,  1885,  is  1,724,  be- 
ing an  increase  of  220  schools  for  the  year. 

INCREASE  IN  ATTENDANCE. 

The  number  of  total  school  attendance  for  the  year  ending 
September  30th,  1884,  was  58,311,  the  number  for  the  year  end- 
ing September  30th,  1885,  is  02,327,  being  an  increase  of  4,016 
in  the  total  attendance  of  pupils  for  the  year  just  closed. 

The  daily  average  attendance  for  the  year  ending  September 
30th,  1884,  was  35,881,  the  daily  average  attendance  for  the 
year  ending  September  30th,  1885,  is  45,850,  making  an  increase 
in  daily  average  attendance  of  9,979  pupils. 

PERCENTAGE  OF  ENROLLMENT  IN  ATTENDANCE. 

The  number  of  school  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
twenty-one  years,  (which  is  the  school  age  bylaw)  according 
to  th6  school  census  taken  in  the  year  1884,  was  60,798,  of 
these,  by  the  annual  report  of  the  County  Superintendents, 
there  are  enrolled  for  attendance  upon  the  schools  for  the  year 
ending  September  30th,  1885,  02,327,  and  in  daily  average  at- 
tendance 45,850,  a percentage  of  enrollment  and  daily  attend- 
ance equal  to  any  State  in  the  Union  as  reported  from  the  edu- 
cational departments.  The  reports  of  the  County  Superintend- 
ents of  amounts  taxed  the  counties,  together  with  the  State  tax 
of  one  mill,  and  the  Common  School  Fund,  there  is  raised 
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and  expended  for  public  schools  alone,  outside  of  the 
Seminaries,  Normal  Schools  and  State  College  (approx- 
imate) $335,000,  (three  hundred  and  thirty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,)  making  a per  capita  cost  of  education 
for  all  the  school  children  of  the  lawful  age  of  $5.01, 
and  a cost  of  $5.37  for  each  child  enrolled,  and  a cost  of  $7.35 
for  each  child  in  daily  average  attendance  upon  the  schools. 


BLIND,  DEAF  AND  DUMB  INSTITUTE. 

The  Institution  for  the  education  of  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb 
children  of  the  State  has  been  in  steady  operation  and  is  open 
to  all  children  and  youth  between  the  ages  of  nine  and  twenty- 
one  years,  is  made  exceedingly  comfortable,  in  every  respect, 
having  excellent  teachers.  As  yet  it  has  seemed  impossible  to 
move  the  parents  of  these  unfortunate  persons  to  send  them  to 
this  school.  They  are  far  more  loth  to  part,  with  these  chil- 
dren of  affliction  than  with  those  who  are  healthful  and 
sound  in  every  respect.  There  are  now  in  attendance  eleven 
pupils,  each  of  whom  is  making  wonderful  progress  in  their 
studies.  I am  striving  by  every  means  at  my  command  to  in- 
duce every  parent  who  has  one  of  these  children,  to  send  them 
right  along  to  the  school  regardless  of  any  form  save  that  of 
carrying  them  to  the  school  for  entrance. 


NOEMAL  SCHOOLS. 


We  organized  a Normal  school  at  Tallahassee  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  colored  teachers,  under  the  instruction  of  Messrs.  Felkel 
and  Graham,  continuing  two  months,  at  which  there  were  but 
forty-six  teachers  in  attendance.  The  progress  made  and  work 
done  was  excellent,  and  most  of  the  students  received  certifi- 
cates as  provided  by  the  law. 

Also  organized  a similar  school  at  Gainesville  under  the  in- 
struction of  Prof.  Cater,  of  the  East  Florida  Seminary,  and 
Messrs.  Mcllvaine  and  Goodwin.  There  were  in  attendance 
fifty-three  students.  The  work  done  by  the  teachers  was  faithful 
and  persevering,  but  so  deficient  had  been  the  ground-work  in 
the  earlier  training  of  these  persons,  that  the  effort  at  Normal 
training  failed  to  a large  extent,  and  but  a very  few  obtained 
certificates  as  provided. 

I would  call  your  special  attention  to  the  fact  of  the  very 
small  attendance  on  these  schools — where  the  tuition  is  abso- 
lutely free,  and  low  rates  of  travel  had  been  secured,  and  re- 
duced prices  of  board,  and  where  these  schools  had  been  adver- 
tised all  over  the  State  in  all  the  leading  papers,  it  becomes 
a question,  whether  appropriations  should  be  continued  in  the 
interest  of  parties  who  seem  to  lack  all  appreciation  of  the  op- 
portunity afforded. 
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SEMINARIES. 

The  East  and  West  Florida  Seminaries  are  both  in  hiuhlv 
useful  and  successfull  operation  this  school  year,  doing  a most 
excellent  work  in  both  a Literary  and  Normal  course  of  instrnc 
tion.  lhe  State  is  doing  a good  work  in  the  cause  of  popular 
education  in  affording  these  opportunities  for  preparation  as 
teachers  in  the  public  schools. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE. 

lhe  State  Agricultural  College  at  Lake  City  is  now  fullv 
prepared  for  the  reception  and  instruction  of  students;  during 
tiie  year  a large  and  commodious  house  has  been  erected  on  tin* 
college  grounds  as  a residence  of  the  President  and  family  the 
members  of  the  faculty  and  the  students,  the  college  campus 
has  been  enclosed  with  a neat  iron  fence,  a forty  loot  avenue 
opened  on  the  north  front  of  the  college  grounds  and  many 
other  improvements  made.  J 

The  large  and  valuable  collection  of  Natural  History,  and 
Museum  of  Geological  specimens,  the  property  of  Itev.  I)r.  ,1. 
Ivost,  has  been  transferred  to  this  college,  and  a library  of  8 000 
\ olumes  will  soon  follow.  This  college  is  now  equipped  and 
prepared  for  an  excellent  course  of  instruction,  and  is  open  for 
free  entrance  to  any  youth  or  young  man  of  the  State  who  is 
desirous  of  obtaining  a liberal  education,  and  they  are  urged  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  admirable  opportunity. 

I shall  begin  my  visitation  tor  the  present  year  about  the 
2°th  of  this  month,  and  of  course  give  my  first  attention  to 
those  counties  which  it  was  impossible  to  reach  last  year.  In- 
voking the  aid  and  direction  of  Providence,  I trust  I shall  be 
able  to  accomplish  much  good  and  advance  still  farther  the 
great  cause  of  Education  in  our  beloved  State. 

Respectfully, 

ALBERT  J.  RUSSELL, 
Superintendent  Public  Instruction. 


